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Amendments to the Specification 


Abstract of the Disclosure 

Please replace the abstract with the following rewritten abstract: 

The invention relates to a surgical implant that provides an artificial diarthroidal-like 
joint, suitable for use in replacing any joint, but particularly suitable for use as an intervertebral 
disc endoprosthesis. The invention contains two rigid opposing shells, each having an outer 
surface adapted to engage the surfaces of the bones of a joint in such a way that the shells are 
immobilized by friction between their outer surfaces and the surfaces of the bone. These outer 
surfaces are sufficiently rough , while that larg e frictional forc e s strongly r e sist any slippage 
b e twe e n th e out e r surfac e and th e bon e surfac e s in th e joint. Thoy may b e conv e x, and wh e n 
ins e rt e d into a milled concavity, or e immediat e ly mechanically stabl e . Desirably, the out e r 
surfac e s of th e shells ar e adapt e d to allow for bony ingrowth, which furth e r stabiliz e s th e sh e lls 
in plac e . Th e the inner surfaces of the shells are relatively smooth. , and adapt e d to sHd e e asily 
across a portion of the outer surface of a c e ntral body dispos e d betw ee n th e sh e lls. The central 
body has a shape that cooperates with the shape of the inner surface of the shell so as to provide a 
range of motion similar to that provided by a healthy joint. A fl e xible sh e ath e xt e nds b e tw ee n 
e dges of the opposing sh e lls. The inn e r surfac e of this sheath, together with th e inner surfaces of 
th e rigid shells, d e fines a cavity encasing the c e ntral body. At least a portion of this cavity is 
fill e d with a fluid lubricant, furth e r d e cr e asing the fnctional forc e b e tw ee n inn e r surfac e s of the 
sh e ll and the surface of th e c e ntral body. 



Detailed Description of Specific Embodiments 


Please replace the second paragraph on page -19 of the application with the following rewritten 



As shown best in FIG. 6_^, central body 60 is a preferably a donut-shaped structure, and includes 
a convex upper contact surface 94, a convex lower contact surface 96, and a central axial opening 


98. In addition, central body member 60 preferably includes an upper shoulder 92 and a lower 
shoulder 90. Each shoulder 90, 92 consists of an indentation in the surface of the central body 
member which defines a ledge that extends around the circumference of the central body 60. 


